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Franklin Institute in Philadelphia and from the Uni-
versity of Illinois were singled out for similar treatment.
The occasion at Philadelphia came first in the calendar.
On 17th, 18th, and igth April, 1906, the Franklin
Institute was celebrating the bicentenary of the birth
of Benjamin Franklin, and Rutherford had been asked
to speak on " Modern theories of electricity and their
relation to the Franklinian theory ", on the second day
of the celebrations. We have already made use of
quotations from this brilliant address in the first chapter
of this book (p. 14). Two further extracts at the present
stage may serve to show that Rutherford was neither
entirely blind to the qualities of his own genius, nor yet
dazzled by its achievements. Completely unconnected
one from the other in the course of the address, occur
the following reflections:

" Without detracting in the least from the merit of
these philosophers, it is not unreasonable to suppose
that the turbidity of their writings was a fair index
of the state of their conceptions."

" We recognize that Franklin possessed unusual
clearness of physical insight, but we must refrain for
that reason from endowing him with the uncanny
gift of prophetic vision."

These are incisive remarks, communicating their mean-
ing directly at the first moment of reading, yet with.
certain qualities, too, hardly less evident on more
mature consideration. The force of Rutherford's writ-
ing, both popular and scientific, is not to be found in the
utter directness of his logical address, nor in strict
adherence to the more exact rules of grammar. The
simplicity of his presentation is, in a sense, above logic,
unencumbered by minute conformity with the canons